
It’s the Political  
Economy, Stupid 
brings together 
acclaimed artists and 
thinkers including Slavoj 
Žižek, David Graeber, 
Judith Butler and Brian 
Holmes, to offer a 
powerful critique of the 
current capitalist crisis.

Beautifully produced 
and lavishly illustrated, 
the book combines 
artistic responses 
to global economic 
problems with analyses 
from leading radical 
theorists, to expand the 
boundaries of critical 
approaches to the 
financial meltdown and 
its consequences.

The book argues that 
it is time to push back 
against the disciplinary 
dictates of capitalist 
logic and, by use of 
artistic means, launch a 
rescue of the very notion 
of the social itself.

Gregory Sholette is an artist, 
activist and author based in 
New York. He co-founded two 
artists’ collectives: Political Art 
Documentation and Distribution 
(1980-88) and REPOhistory 
(1989-2000). He is the 
author of Dark Matter: Art and 
Politics in the Age of Enterprise 
Culture (Pluto Press, 2010) 
and co-editor of Collectivism 
after Modernism: The Art of 
Social Imagination after 1945 
(2007) and The Interventionists: 
Users’ Manual for the Creative 
Disruption of Everyday  
Life (2004).

Oliver Ressler is an artist and 
filmmaker based in Vienna. 
His work has been exhibited 
across the world including at 
the Berkeley Art Museum, USA, 
Platform Garanti Contemporary 
Art Center, Istanbul and the 
Alexandria Contemporary 
Arts Forum, Egypt. He is the 
editor of Alternative Economics, 
Alternative Societies (2007).
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Cover illustration adapted from 
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Aaron Burr Society 0 Zanny Begg 0 Filippo 
Berta 0 Linda Bilda 0 Larry Bogad 0 

Julia Bryan-Wilson 0 Judith Butler 0 Libia 
Castro/Ólafur Ólafsson 0 Julia Christensen 
0 Angela Dimitrakaki/Kirsten Lloyd 0 
Thom Donovan 0 Noel Douglas 0 Field 
Work 0 Reading Lenin with Corporations 
(Fiks & Kopenkina & Lerman) 0 FLO6x8 0 
Melanie Gilligan 0 David Graeber 0 Jan 
Peter Hammer 0 Pablo Helguera 0 Alicia 
Herrero 0 Brian Holmes 0 Pia Hovi-Assad 
0 Institute For Wishful Thinking 0 Sherry 
Millner/Ernie Larsen 0 Occupy Museums 
0 Liz Park 0 Oliver Ressler 0 Damon Rich 
0 John Roberts 0 Isa Rosenberger 0 
Dread Scott 0 Gregory Sholette 0 Kerstin 
Stakemeier 0 Superflex 0 Slavoj Žižek

Leading artists and theorists explore  
the current crisis of capitalism.   

Praise for Dark Matter by Gregory Sholette:

“Essential reading for anyone concerned with the fate of the avant-garde and 
the emergence of new possibilities in cultural production that suggest and create 
alternatives to global capitalism.”  Critical Art Ensemble

“The ultimate companion to contemporary activist art.”  
Gerald Raunig, philosopher and art theorist

From a review of the art exhibition It’s the Political Economy, Stupid:
“Confrontational, intellectual, and occasionally amusing group show, which 
squarely aligns itself with the Occupy movement.”  Village Voice
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